
H.B. 227 Universal Design Features Cost Estimates 

By Steve Tull, Efficient Home Solutions, LLC 

 

 

 

NO Step Entry 

1.  A no step entry ( I know this may be hard to exactly figure depending on the 

terrain) 

**This could be a cost savings as no steps need to be constructed, or equal out 

with the cost of steps.  If building on a sloped lot with slab construction, the cost 

of changing the grade is going to be included with preparing for the slab anyway.  

No additional cost. 
2. A door width of 36 in with a standard pivot or hinged door 

**Building Codes already require at least one (1) 36” entry door in a dwelling.  

No additional cost. 
3. A maximum threshold height that is one-fourth inch squared 

**An ADA threshold for an entry door adds $30.00.  To my knowledge no 

door/millwork company offers a ¼” square or ½” beveled threshold currently. 

4. An over-hand sheltering the no-step entry from the rain 

**$200.00 to $400.00 with roof trusses cantilevered over entry. 

5. An optional ramp if the terrain does not allow grading (maybe just a range of 

possible costs depending on the size of the ramp) 

**Start at $800.00 and up depending upon site 

 

Interior Accessible Route; Interior Doors; Doorways and Hallways 

1. A continuous accessible route through all the spaces on the first floor that 

connects to all the primary living spaces on that floor. 

**No additional cost.  Features integrated into the overall design. 

2. The interior doors and doorways, except for closets, will have a clear opening 

with a minimum width of 36in. 

**$21.00 additional cost (7 doors), a 30” interior pre-hung door cost $65.00 

from Lowes and a 36” unit cost $68.00. 

3. Hallways will be at least 42 in wide 

**No additional cost (design feature) 

 

Bathroom 

1.  The bathroom shall be on the accessible level and be connected to the accessible 

route 

**No additional cost (design feature) 

2. The bathroom shall have at least a 60-inch diameter turning space. 

**No additional cost (design feature) 

3. The bathroom shall have a barrier free shower stall 

**$300.00 to $500.00 additional cost 

4. It shall have a raised toilet seat of at least 16 inches 

**$60.00 additional cost for one (1) toilet.  American Standard Mainstream @ 

$139.00 vs. American Standard Clean @ $199.00 



5. It shall have at least 29 in of knee space under the lavatory 

**150.00 additional cost 

6. It shall have a hand held shower 

**$150.00 additional cost 

7. It shall have ADA compliant faucets 

**No additional cost 

8. It shall have grab bar backing only or backing with grab bars installed (We will 

need an estimated price for both) 

**Blocking can use scrap framing materials.  No additional cost to $50.00 

Installing blocking and grab bars - $100.00 to $200.00 

 

Bedroom 

1.  The dwelling shall have at least one primary bedroom on the first floor or 

accessible level or a room that can be easily converted into a bedroom and 

connected to the accessible route 

**No additional cost 

 

Kitchen 

1. The kitchen shall be on an accessible level and connected to the accessible route  

**No additional cost 

2. It shall have at least a sixty-in diameter turning space 

**No additional cost 

3. It shall have all pull-out shelving 

**$300.00 to $500.00 additional cost 

Hardware 

1. With the exception of panel boxes and HVAC filter access panels, all door 

hardware, cabinet hardware, faucets, bath and shower valves, diverters and similar 

items throughout the dwelling shall be lever and wire handles or D-pull handles.  

Such items shall operate easily by using a single closed fist. 

**Kwikset Abbey door know # 14.30 vs. Kwikset Tustin Lever @ $20.80 (priced 

from Lowes online).  $45.50 additional cost for 7 doors. 
2. Luminous rocker or toggle switches and outlets shall be mounted at 36-42 in. 

above the finished floor throughout the dwelling 

**15 amp single pole decorator rocker switch cost $1.98, illuminated rocker 

switch cost $2.97 vs. a single pole standard toggle switch cost $.70.  20 switches 

would be an additional cost of $45.40. 

   

Total extra cost for all the above Universal Design Features:  $2,000 - $3,000 depending 

on variables. 

 

Note:  Steve Tull, a Seaford Builder, is a Universal Design Certified Professional by the 

National Association of the Remodeling Industry on Universal Remodeling. 


